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% Did you know that flooding is the most
iy common natural disaster? Here are a

% few safety tips :
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FLOOD SAFETY
Do not walk through flooded waters, nor drive
through a flooded area.

Drowning is the number one cause of flood deaths. Cur-
rents can be deceptive; six inches of moving water can
cause you to lose your balance. If you must walk in stand-
ing water, use a pole or stick to ensure that the ground is
stable and level before walking on it. Also do not disregard
road barriers. The road pathways may be washed out or
severely affected. Hallandale Beach Police, with the assis-
tance of Public Works personnel, typically divert traffic
from flooded streets to protect vehicles in a flood event.
Driving through flooded areas could not only damage your
car, but it could also damage adjacent homes , as a result of

flooding from the wake created.

Have your electricity turned off by FPL.

Some appliances, such as television sets, hold electrical
charges even after they have been unplugged. Avoid using
appliances or motors which have gotten wet unless they
have been taken apart, cleaned and dried. If you are advised
to evacuate, turn off utilities at the main switches or valves.
Disconnect electrical appliances, but do not touch any elec-
trical equipment if you are wet or standing in water. Elec-
trocution is the number two flood killer. Electrical cur-
rents can travel through water. Report downed power

lines to Florida Power and Light by calling 954-797-5000.

Be ready for the unexpected.

Place important documents inside plastic bags or other wa-
terproof containers. Review your insurance policy to en-
sure it provides adequate coverage. Know what type of
coverage you have. Most policies cover wind storm dam-
age, but not flooding. Any policy change usually takes thirty

(30) days before going into effect.

Look out for animals, especially snakes.

Small animals that have been flooded out of their homes
may seek shelter in yours. Use a pole or stick to poke and

turn things over and scare away small animals.

Look before you step.

After a flood, the ground and floors are covered with de-
bris, including broken bottles and nails. Floors and stairs

that have been covered with mud can be very slippery.

Be alert for gas leaks.

If you use natural gas, use a flashlight to inspect for damage.
Don’t smoke or use candles, lanterns or open flames unless
you know the gas has been turned off and the area has
been ventilated. Gas leaks can be reported to TECO Peo-

ples Gas at 954-453-0777.

SECURING BOATS

If you own a boat, it is your responsibility to secure it. Asa
boat owner, you should plan in advance to move your boat
or arrange for its storage. Check with a local marina for
suitable alternatives. [f possible, store it inside a garage or
warehouse. If you must leave your boat outside, anchor
the trailer firmly into stable soil, deflate the tires, and en-
sure the boat is secure to the trailer. If possible, fill the
bilge with water, which adds extra weight. If you plan to
keep your boat in the canal, be sure to double the dock
lines, leaving sufficient space for the tidal range, and put out
extra anchors. Do not forget to remove all marine elec-

tronics or other unsecured equipment.

PET SAFETY TIPS

During a flood or hurricane, most evacuation centers will
not accept pets. So make plans in advance to board your
pets in an animal kennel or with friends. In order to find a
shelter that will accept your pet, you must pre-register

with the Humane Society by calling 954-989-3977.

IF YOU MUST EVACUATE

Most importantly, evacuate immediately if told to do so. If
you must evacuate, try to move to the house of a friend or
family member not affected by the impending high waters. If
you live in a mobile home, evacuate at the first notice of
the emergency. Rehearse your evacuation plan with all
household members. Plan to leave early to avoid any traffic
delays. Try to have a prearranged plan designating how you
can contact your neighbors and family if you have to leave
your home. If possible, before you evacuate, inform each
other of places where you will be staying, contact phone
numbers and addresses. For shelter information contact
the Red Cross (Broward County Chapter) at 954-797-
3800. Residents with special needs can register for the
“Special Needs Shelter” by calling 954-537-2888.




Elevation Certificates: Recent completed elevation
certificates are available through the Building Division. You
may call 954-457-1382 to request an archive search.

Substantial Improvement Requirements: The City of
Hallandale Beach requires that if the cost of reconstruction,
rehabilitation, additions, or other improvements to a
building equals or exceeds 50% of the building’s market
value, the building must meet the same construction
requirements as a new building. This includes minimum or
base flood floor elevations as determined by the Flood
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). Substantially damaged

buildings must also be brought up to the same standards.

Floodplain Development Permit Requirements: All
building developments in the floodplain require permits.
Permits should be obtained prior to commencement of
construction activities.  Contact the Building Division
before you build on, alter or re-grade your property.
Please call 954-457-1390 to report violations

Drainage Improvement Projects: The City has spent
millions of dollars over the past few years to improve the
drainage throughout the community. The City has also
secured millions of dollars in grants and investments from
other governmental agencies for drainage improvement

projects.
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B Severe Weather Watches And

q Warnings Definitions

q Flood Watch: High flow or overflow of water from a river is

possible in the given time period. It can also apply to heavy

j runoff or drainage of water into low-lying areas. These
watches are generally issued for flooding that is expected to

occur at least 6 hours after heavy rains have ended.

j Flood Warning: Flooding conditions are actually occurring or
_] are imminent in the warning area.

Flash Flood Watch: Flash flooding is possible in or close to
_] the watch area. Flash Flood Watches are generally issued for
flooding that is expected to occur within é hours after heavy

—1 rains have ended.
-_‘

j imminent in the warning area.

Flash Flood Warning: Flash flooding is actually occurring or

Tornado Watch: Conditions are conducive to the
ﬁ development of tornadoes in and close to the watch area.

Tornado Warning: A tornado has actually been sighted by
j spotters or indicated on radar and is occurring or imminent in

the warning area.

_] Severe Thunderstorm Watch: Conditions are conducive to
ﬁ the development of severe thunderstorms in and close to the

_} watch area.

Severe Thunderstorm Warning: A severe thunderstorm
_] has actually been observed by spotters or indicated on radar,

_] and is occurring or imminent in the warning area.

_} Tropical Storm Watch: Tropical storm conditions with
_] sustained winds from 39 to 73 mph are possible in the watch

j area within the next 36 to 24 hours.

_] Tropical Storm Warning: Tropical storm conditions are
expected in the warning area within the next 24 hours.

j Hurricane Watch: Hurricane conditions (sustained winds
greater than 73 mph) are possible in the watch area within

36 to 24 hours.

j Hurricane Warning: Hurricane conditions are expected in
the warning area in 24 hours or less.

q http://lwww.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/
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